Lord of the Flies by William Golding
Discussion Topics

Chapters 1-6

· The following topics/questions will be discussed when your Reader’s Journal is due.  All students will be required to participate in the discussion and failure to respond will result in no credit for this assignment.  
· The attached scoring guide reflects how you will be assessed for this assignment.  The scoring guide is subjective and it is not a tool that you can use to “see what you got,” rather it should be used to help you prepare before the discussion.  

· In a discussion, you carry the burden of responsibility for the quality of the discussion.  Good discussions occur when participants study the texts closely in advance, listen actively, share their ideas and questions in response to the ideas and questions of others, and search for evidence in the text to support their ideas.  Participants acquire good discussion behaviors through participating in discussions and reflecting on them afterward.  Eventually, when participants realize that I am not looking for right answers, but am encouraging you to think aloud and to exchange ideas openly, you will discover the excitement of exploring important issues through shared inquiry.  This excitement creates willing participants, eager to examine ideas in a rigorous, thoughtful manner.

Chapter One
1) The boys discover there are no adults on the island and attempt to model civilization as they know it by electing a chief.  How effective do you think this effort will be without adult supervision?
2) Consider the cause of the conflict between Ralph and Jack.  What does Ralph’s effort to appease Jack tell you about his basic character?  Is it likely that Jack will be content to play second fiddle to Ralph?  Why or why not?

3) What does Ralph’s revelation about Piggy’s name suggest to you about the basic nature of young people?  Are they intentionally cruel to each other or just inconsiderate?

4) Why do you think the boys chose Ralph as their leader?
5) Summarize the main events/points from Chapter 1.

Chapter Two
6) Consider the announcement of the group’s two priorities.  Are these the two priorities you would choose?  What other things do you think the group might need to concern themselves with?
7) One of the young boys expresses his fear of a beastie, while the others claim there is no such thing.  What does this incident suggest about people and their fears in general?  What things might we fear even when we are not faced with the dramatic situation these boys face?  Why?

8) Piggy thinks that the first thing the group should have done was build shelters on the beach.  Is this a valid point?  Why or why not?

9) Summarize the main events/points from Chapter 2.

Chapter Three
10) Does Jack’s desire to kill a pig fit into either of the group’s two main priorities established by Ralph?  Is Jack concerned with the group’s welfare?  Explain.

11) Ralph wanted to express to Jack that people are never quite what one thinks they are.  Do you agree with Ralph or not?  Support your position with an example from your own experience.

12) Simon finds a secluded place in the high jungle where he can be alone.  Why do you think he does this?  What do you think this indicates about Simon?

13) Summarize the main events/ points from Chapter 3.

Chapter Four
14) Both Maurice and Roger torment the littluns, but they still feel guilty and are still conditioned by the civilization they knew before.  How much time do you think has passed since the boys arrived on the island?  DO you think a further passage of time will have any effect on their feelings of guilt and their previous conditioning?
15) Jack masks himself with clay and charcoal.  What effect does this have on his behavior?  What is the purpose of any mask, either real or imagined?  Do all of us wear masks from time to time?  Explain.

16) Watching the hunters dance and chant, Ralph feels envy and resentment.  Why do you think he is feeling these emotions?  Of what is he envious?  What does he resent?

17)  Summarize the main events/ points from Chapter 4.

Chapter 5
18) Why are Ralph’s complaints about the group valid?  What do you think these faults indicate about the group ion general?  Explain.

19) Ralph tells the group they should die before they let the fire go out.  What does he mean by that comment?

20) Consider Piggy’s statement about there being nothing to fear except people and Simon’s remark that is there is a beast it may be the boys themselves.  Do these two comments have anything in common?  Do you think Piggy’s and Simon’s statements make sense?  Explain.

21) Summarize the main events/ points from Chapter 5
Chapter 6

22) Ralph wishes for a message from the grownups.  The parachutist could be such a message.  What are some ideas the arrival of this figure might have suggested to the boys?  What, then, is ironic about the twins’ declaration that it was the beast?

23) None of the boys, not even Ralph or Jack, doubts for a moment that Sam and Eric have indeed seen a beast.  Why are they all so ready to accept the presence of a beast?

24) Simon comments to Ralph that he doesn’t believe in the best.  Recall his earlier inability to imagine the beast that the twins described and his image of a heroic and sick human.  Is it likely that anyone else would agree with him?  Why or why not?  Is Simon’s disbelief reasonable?
25) As Ralph tried to talk with the boys, “something flittered in front of his mind, like a bat’s wing, obscuring his idea.”  What do you think is happening to Ralph?  How could you explain this “short circuit”?  Recall his pounding his fist against the rock.  How would you describe Ralph’s state of mind?

26) Recall Jack’s ideas for the newly explored part of the island.  Why do you think Jack is thinking in these terms?  Does he seem frightened about anything?  Why do you think the boys would have need of a fort?  What would it defend them from?

Socratic Seminar: Holistic Participation Rubric

	Participation is Outstanding
	· Participant offers enough solid analysis, without prompting, to move the conversation forward

· Participant, through his/her comments, demonstrates a deep knowledge of the text and the question

· Participant has come to the seminar prepared, with notes and/or marked/annotated text

· Participant, through his/her comments, shows that he/she is actively listening to other participants

· She/he offers clarification and/or follow-up that extends the conversation

· Participant's remarks often refer to specific parts of the text



	Participation is very good
	· Participant offers solid analysis without prompting

· Through his/her comments, participant demonstrates a good knowledge of the text and the question

· Participant has come to the seminar prepared with notes and/or a marked/annotated text

· Participant shows that he/she is actively listening to others. She/he offers clarification and/or follow-up



	Participation is satisfactory
	· Participant offers some analysis, but needs prompting from the seminar leader and/or others

· Through his/her comments, participant demonstrates a general knowledge of the text and the question

· Participant is less prepared, with few notes and no marked/annotated text

· Participant is actively listening to others, but does not offer clarification and/or follow-up to others' comments

· Participant relies more upon his/her opinion, and less on the text to drive his/her comments

 

	 Participation is not satisfactory
	· Participant offers little commentary

· Participant comes to the seminar ill-prepared with little understanding of the text and question

· Participant does not listen to others, offers no commentary to further the discussion




